Generalized periarticular myositis ossificans as a complication of pharmacologically induced paralysis.
To our knowledge, no previous direct associations have been made between generalized myositis ossificans and pharmacological therapy. We report a case of generalized periarticular myositis ossificans associated with the use of curare and diazepam. The previously reported associations of myositis ossificans with tetanus and burns may be misleading. It is possible that it is not the disease process itself (e.g., tetanus, severe burn) that precipitates heterotopic ossification, but the treatment of these ailments. These observations suggest the importance of early mobilization and restrained use of immobilizing drugs. Further investigation is warranted with regard to the predisposing factors of generalized myositis ossificans and to its prevention.